
Instructor: Robin Lambert

Ceramics :: ART 361 :: Assignment 1 :: Throwing and Wood-firing

All of  you have some experience with throwing cylinders on the wheel and by the end of  this assignment you 
will be able to throw with more skill and confidence.  You will have experience working with throwing a wide 
variety of  forms or various sizes and shapes - cylinders, bowls, plates, non-symmetrical forms, and building 
with multiple thrown forms. Additionally, at the end of  the assignment, we will be firing the projects in the 
wood kiln. As part of  this, each of  you will participate in the various steps of  the wood-firing - loading the 
kiln, stoking the fire, adding salt to the kiln, unloading and cleaning the kiln.

Part One - Throwing for fun and profit
The first part of  this assignment is simply to get you back in the rhythm of  building on the wheel. It does 
take some time to be able to master throwing on the wheel and that is what this assignment is for - repetition 
to gain control. 

For Monday, September 15:

Throw 20 forms on the wheel using 1 - 1.5 pound balls of  clay. While these forms can be anything you would 
like, aim to make your forms cylinders with even thickness in the walls and taller rather than wider. You may 
have to throw more that 20 forms in order to show the class 20 good, trimmed and drying pots.

You will be given most of  two classes to work on this portion of  the assignment but you will have to spend 
time outside of  class to ensure quality in your work.

Part Two - Sets or Centerpieces
Part two of  this assignment is aimed at focusing your throwing ability on creating either a set of  objects or a 
single larger object. Each of  these options will require research.

A - for this choice you will propose and make one set of  thrown pieces. This set will be a number of  pieces 
that all work together to create a whole. For example, four identical stacking plates; four stacking bowls; a 
teapot and four tea cups; nesting bowls; etc

B - If  you are more drawn to sculpture than to pots, you can make a different sort of  object for the table. If  
you choose this option, research the following types of  objects: Tureen, Tulipierre, Platter, Large Serving 
Bowl, Candelabra, Ceramic pillow, Flower brick, Drug Jars (Apothecary Jars), Baskets, or some other form of  
centerpiece. For this option, your piece will still be thrown, but it can be thrown and altered.

For either of  these choices you will turn in a proposal and that will determine the number or size you are 
working with. This is only one part of  the assignment and I do not want you to over (or under) extend 
yourselves. Spend some time in the researching either option in the library and include three examples of  
historical or contemporary works that will reference your work.

These sets will either be gas fired or soda fired. There will also be a wood fire, but there is no guarantee there 
will be room for these pieces. 

                                                                 



Part Three - Multi-part Cylinders
For the final part of  the throwing/wood-fire project, you will be making a series of  tall cylinders. These 
cylinders can be anything you would like - a vase, a jar, a pitcher or simply a cylinder tall and round - but each 
will meet a few requirements: there will be at least three cylinders. one will be 8” tall, one 10” and one 15”. 
These cylinders can be throw out of  one piece of  clay or, if  it makes more sense, out of  multiple thrown 
pieces. All of  these pieces will be wood-fired.

Decoration: these pieces will not be glazed but will instead be decorated with carving, scraffito, flashing slip 
and slip or terra sig.

Dates
October 1: Due date for entire assignment completed green and ready to be bisqued.
October 3 - 4: 1000 Miles Apart in Regina
October 6: Glazing demos for Woodfire and Sodafire
October 8: Work ready for gas and soda firing
October 14 - 16: Greg Crowe Workshop
October 15 - 17: Wood-fire dates

                                                                 


