
Instructor: Robin Lambert

Ceramics :: ART 261 :: Room 1307 :: M/W 9:00 – 11:50 :: Syllabus
robin.lambert@rdc.ab.ca :: 403.342.3453 :: office 1507a :: hours – Friday 11:00 – 12:00

Course Description
A project based studio course that inctuduces  clay techniques 
and concepts – throwing, handbuilding and other technical 
aspects of  ceramics. The understanding of  these skills are 
critical to further success in ceramics. These skills are taught 
using artist presentations, slide lectures, group and individual 
discussions and assigned projects designed to exploit various 
approaches and methods of  making with clay. 

Course Objectives
๏ To develop a working knowledge of  basic ceramic 

techniques, methods and materials and to build a 
greater working knowledge of  the entire ceramic 
process. 

๏ To begin to develop creative and aesthetic problem 
solving and decision-making.

๏ To be exposed to contemporary and traditional art 
through books, slide lectures and personal research.

This Part is Important
My expectations are high. Ceramics is a process that requires 
your total attention. Extensive time will be spent outside the 
class to make your best work. You will not succeed by 
working at the last minute – this will not work in ceramics. 
Two to six hours of  weekly independent studio investigation 
will be necessary for a full engagement with the material 
presented in class.

Classes will begin promptly at 9:00 am with demonstrations 
and discussions taking place at the beginning of  the class, 
therefore it is imperative that you are punctual, as 
information covered in the demo may not be repeated. 

You are entitled to ask me for a projected grade for every 
assignment and I will do my best to help you. This is my 
attempt to give you immediate feedback whenever possible. 
This will make my expectations clear and will help avoid 
confusion about grades throughout the term.

In the end, it is my goal to teach you everything I can about 
ceramics and to help you make the best work possible. If  your 
goal is similar, there is almost no end to what we can do. 

Requirements
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and will be noted each 
class – sometimes at the beginning sometimes at the end 
(arrive early, leave on time). Studio classes in visual arts 
depend upon participation. And more than TWO unexcused 
absences will result in a deduction on your final mark. 

Excessive tardy arrivals will also effect your grade. Missed 
critiques will result in a 5% deduction of  your project grade.  
Missing the final and mid term individual critiques will result 
in a deduction of  5% each from your total accumulated grade. 
All missed assignments for reasons of  illness must be 
accompanied by a doctor’s note or photograph.

Sketchbook: I like sketchbooks. I like sketchbooks in most 
any form they take – books, binders, etc. And while I will not 
be marking your sketchbooks, I expect to see them turned in 
with every project. Sketches, research, and participations in 
critique situations are all a part of  your assignments grades. 
Additionally, you will take copious, obnoxiously detailed notes 
during demonstrations and presentations and I reserve the 
right to quiz you

The Studio: We all have to work in the studio. It is our 
communal space both for our class and for other classes. 
Please do not forget this. Always leave the room cleaner than 
when you found it. Additional Cleaning responsibilities will 
be explained in the Ceramics Class Manual. 

Communication: Outside of  class, we can stay in touch 
through email (so learn how to use your RDC email), through 
meetings or most anyway you choose. Additionally, I will be 
posting all of  the assignments, handouts, exercises and other 
important information will be posted on a webpage: 
www.robinlambert.wordpress.com. Check it daily. And if  you 
lose any assignments or printouts, I will do my best to have 
them available on the website.

Truth: I work best with total honesty. Do not waste your 
time or mine with stories or excuses. We will all get along 
better and for longer if  we all are honest with each other. If  
you have questions about an assignment or a grade or 
anything else, it is best to clear it up with me sooner rather 
than later.

Evaluation
Evaluation will be based primarily on the quality of  the work 
as evidenced by finished assignments and my perception of  
the student's understanding of  what  has been accomplished.  
The qualities I will look for in the work are perception, visual 
and intellectual imagination, depth of  investigation, and the 
ability to sustain and develop ideas. While the development of 
skill is important in allowing one to realize concepts, little 
credit is given for technically impressive but conceptually 
shallow work. Assignment expectations will be noted at the 
end of  the class discussion for each project. Your final grade 
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will be for term work plus participation and attendance in 
class. There will be no final examinations.

Grading – From RDC Calendar
Grade Grade point 
A+ 4.0 
A  4.0 Excellent
A- 3.7 
B+ 3.3
B 3.0 Good
B- 2.7 
C+ 2.3
C 2.0 Satisfactory
C- 1.7
D+ 1.3 
D 1.0 Pass
F 0.0 Fail 

Grades below C- do not normally transfer to universities or 
art colleges.

There are two grade periods in each semester: mid-term and 
the end of  term final grade assessment. Final Grading will 
take place following the last class. It is important to note the 
grade at midterm is only a guideline mark and will not 
completely reflect on the final mark.

Overall Course Evaluation
Projects & assignments (averaged)  80 % 
Attendance, participation, attitude   20 % 

Health and Safety
Health and Safety are of  primary concern and will be dealt 
with as part of  this course. Students will be expected to 
participate in assigned studio tasks such as regular studio 
clean up at the end of  each class. Completed tasks will be 
tracked and counted towards the participation mark.

Studio Fees
Cover the cost of  photocopying, models, video and slide 
resources and materials that are supplied by the studio. 

Important Dates
Sept  3 – First day of  classes for Fall Term
 11 – Last day to register or add/drop Fall  courses.
Oct 1 - First day to apply for Fall Term 2009
 13 – Thanksgiving – College is closed
 23 – Midterm - Mid term feedback date. 
 Instructors give students formal feedback on 
 their academic standing in Fall Term courses.
Nov  10 - College Open. No classes.
 11 - Remembrance Day. College closed.

 12 - Last day to withdraw from Fall Term  courses 
 and receive a WD.
Dec 3 - Last day of  classes for Fall Term courses.
 8 - First day of  final examinations for Fall  Term 
 courses.
 15 - Last day of  final examinations for Fall  Term 
 courses.

Required texts
The Artist’s Complete Health and Safety Guide  By Monona Rossol 
Working with Clay second edition by Susan Peterson 

Miscellaneous 
Tools. You will be expected to supply any tools you wish to 
work with for your projects.
Cell phones. Don’t.
Music. I enjoy music in the studios and I hope you do to, 
however, as we all have to work here, we all have to be 
enjoying the music. If  one person is not, the music goes off. 
You can listen to your own music as long as you remove your 
earphones for announcements and teaching.
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